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Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated August 27, 2004, Applicants elect 
Group III, consisting of claims 8-10 and the species corresponding to Figures 1-7, with traverse. 

Claims 8-10 are directed to a cross-connect apparatus that includes a connector plug, a 
retracting device, and an alignment block. Claims 1-5 (Group I) are directed to a connector plug; 
claims 13-18 (Group V) are directed to a retracting device; and claim 19 (Group VI) is directed 



Examiner: 



Chandrika Prasad 



Customer No.: 



022913 



Application No. 10/648,822 
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an alignment block. Method claims 6-7 (Group II) and method claims 11-12 (Group IV) 
generally correspond to the connector plug claims and retracting device claims, respectively. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the restriction requirement is improper because 
searching all claims in one application does not represent a "serious burden" on the Examiner. 
MPEP § 803 ("Restriction - When Proper"). In conducting a search for the elected claims 8-10 
of Group III, the Examiner will necessarily need to search for the limitations present in those 
claims, including the recited connector plug, retracting device /means, and alignment block. 
Although the recited limitations in claims 8-10 are not necessarily identical with those recited in 
claims 1-5, 13-18, and 19, Applicants respectfully submit that they are sufficiently close in 
subject matter that searching claims 1-5, 13-18, and 19 with claims 8-10 does not represent a 
serious burden, as required in section 803 of the MPEP, particularly given the relatively small 
number of pending claims. A similar argument can be made for the remaining method claims, 
claims 6-7 and claims 11-12, since they are directed to an optical connector plug connecting 
method and an optical fiber cord retracting method, respectively. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the restriction requirement should be withdrawn, or at a minimum 
broadened to include all of the device claims (Group I: claims 1-5, Group III: claims 8-10, Group 
V: claims 13-18, and Group VI: claim 19). 

Applicants note that the limitations in claims 1-10, which includes all claims making 
reference to a connector plug, are generic with respect to the two species (Figures 1-7 and Figure 
8) identified in the restriction requirement. 

Dated this 27 th day of September 27, 2004. 
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Attorney for Applicant 
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Customer No. 022913 



EMK:kc 

KC0000003173V001 



Page 2 of 2 



